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Dates to Remember 
 

Exploring the 
Shipwreck Century 

Grand Opening 
 

Gala & Benefit Auction 
5:30 p.m. June 14 

 

Free Community  
Open House 
1 p.m. June 15 

_______________ 
 

Thunder Bay  
Maritime Festival 

10 a.m.—6 p.m. July 4 

Preparations underway for Grand Opening of  
the Exploring the Shipwreck Century exhibit 

 
The years between 1825 and 1925 were a busy time on the Great Lakes. Ships 
traveling to ports in Lake Michigan and Lake Superior and back all passed 
through Thunder Bay. A mix of conditions including heavy fog, rocky shoals 
and sudden storms earned this area the name Shipwreck Alley as some of the 
ships who passed through met their demise and now rest on the lake bottom. 
The new exhibit Exploring the Shipwreck Century at the Great Lakes Maritime 
Heritage Center offers an interactive experience focusing on this 100 year 
time-span in Great Lakes shipping history. Boat builders Rob Stevens and 
John Gardner from Maine and Greg Moll from Wisconsin are here building a 
life-sized recreation of the stern section of a Great Lakes schooner, based on the 
Cornelia Windiate that sank in 1871. The exhibit features learning opportunities for 
all ages. Regardless of swimming ability, you leave this tour with a new apprecia-
tion for the mighty power of Lake Huron, the brave men and women who sailed, 
and the importance of preserving these pieces of maritime past. The exhibits open 
in June with a Gala & Benefit Auction scheduled for Saturday, June 14.  Tickets 
for this black tie optional affair are $100. To ensure your seat call Mary Beth Stutz-
man at 356-8805 ext. 39. A free Community Open House takes place the following 
afternoon on Sunday, June 15. Mark your calendar and plan to be among the 
first to see this spectacular exhibit. 
 

Take a hike! 

The weather is warming up and the river is flowing. It’s time to take a walk down 
the Maritime Heritage Trail along Thunder Bay River and experience the beauty 
and history of our town. Along the trail you can take a loop around Rotary Island, 
read about life on the river bank at the turn of the century, and  if you’re lucky you 
might catch a glimpse of a fish jumping out of the water. The trail runs from 
Ninth Avenue east along the river to the bay. 

The schooner takes 
shape inside the 

Great Lakes Maritime  
Heritage Center. 



 

If you would like to receive this newsletter and other current event information, please email marybeth@nmsfocean.org 
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ROVers are headed to San Diego 
 
The Great lakes Regional MATE ROV Building Competition held on Saturday, April 
19 was a huge success with more than 200 students traveling to Alpena to compete in 
this underwater remotely operated vehicle competition.  This event seeks to inspire 
the next generation of underwater engineers and explorers. Seventeen teams from 
across the Great Lakes region met at the Alpena Plaza Pool to participate in the com-
petition which tests teams engineering and creative ability. Teams had to complete the 
mission of testing the temperature of a deep ocean vent, harvest rock samples, and 
retrieve crab specimens with robots they built themselves. Many volunteers and com-
munity supporters came together to make this event run smoothly. First place honors 
went to Alpena’s Immanuel Lutheran School ROVer team and second place went to 
Traverse City Silversides. These two teams will go on to represent the Great Lakes 
region at the MATE Finals in San Diego. 
 

 
2008 Field Work Outlook 

 
Archaeologists at Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary are busy gearing up for the field 
work season this summer. Major projects are in the queue and involve partners from across 
the country.  
 

May kicks off the Mooring Buoy installation project. This year about 25 of the most popular 
shipwrecks will receive a buoy marker secured to the lake bottom. The buoy indicates to 
boaters that a wreck is present underwater. Captains can use the buoy to fasten the boat to; 
preventing the wreck being damaged by a boat anchor. Buoys also provide a safe line for di-
vers to travel up and down to the wreck without having to worry about losing their bearings. 
  

In June a pilot program will begin in conjunction with the Nautical Archaeology Society. This 
is a dive program that will eventually allow volunteer divers a way to have formal training so 
they can help archaeologists document shipwrecks. 
 

Toward the end of June shipwreck mapping will take place. There are four wrecks 
from last year that need to have maps completed. The maps are used for preservation 
and monitoring purposes. 
 

In August, remote sensing of the area begins. This is a process in which archaeologists 
search for new shipwrecks using side-scan sonar. This project is being carried out in 
partnership with the University of Rhode Island. 
 

A sinkhole project will continue throughout the summer. Thunder Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary has received $280,000 in grants to research two sinkholes found in Lake 
Huron and one sinkhole on land near Rockport. One of the sinkholes in the lake seems 
to provide the perfect habitat for a unique bacteria. This area has been created by a combina-
tion of groundwater, lake currents, and sulfite rich water colliding in the same location. Scien-
tists will be here to take samples of organisms from the sinkhole to see if they may have phar-
maceutical applications.     

A diver inspects 
algae growing  

on the bottom  
of a sinkhole  

in Lake Huron. 

A team places 
their ROV into 

the pool to start 
their mission. 
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