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THUNDER BAY NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

Shipwreck Mooring Program

Located in northwestern Lake Huron, Thunder Bay

is adjacent to one of the most treacherous stretches
of water in the Great Lakes. Unpredictable weather,
murky fog banks, sudden gales, and rocky shoals
earned the area the name “Shipwreck Alley.” From
the early 1800s through the middle of the twentieth
century, nearly 200 pioneer steamboats, majestic
schooners and huge steel freighters wrecked in the
Thunder Bay region. Today, the 4,300 square-mile
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary protects one
of America’s best-preserved and nationally significant
collections of shipwrecks. The area is a haven for
recreational divers, snorkelers, and kayakers.

To provide better access to Thunder Bay's historic
shipwrecks, the sanctuary maintains seasonal
moorings at many popular shipwreck sites. The
moorings make the sites easier to locate and provide
a safe means of ascent and descent for divers. The
moorings also eliminate anchor damage to these
unique and irreplaceable historic sites.

Approved by the U. S. Coast Guard, the mooring
buoys are white with a horizontal blue stripe and
many are lighted to increase visibility at night. The
buoys are installed and removed seasonally (around
May 1 to September 30), so be sure to check with the
sanctuary before planning your trip.
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Enjoy diving the shipwrecks of Thunder Bay, but always
respect the past. Removing artifacts or altering shiparecks
sites is ilegal. The next generation of recreational divers,
explorers, and archaeglogists are depending on us to leave
histonic shipwrecks ntact. Leamn mone about proteciing our
past at: http:thunderbay.noaa.gov
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