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September 16, 2011
Dear Senator Levin,

Kindly accept this letter in support of legislation S. 485, the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and
Underwater Preserve Boundary Modification Act, and its expansion of the sanctuary’s boundaries.

This act would extend the sanctuary's current boundaries of 448 square miles af Michigan's Great Lakes
to include the waters off Alcona, Alpena and Presque Isle Counties and expand the sanctuary to 4,085
square miles of water area. An average of 60,000 people visit the Thunder Bay Sanctuary and the Great
Lakes Maritime Heritage Center on an annual basis. These visitors are mformdd of the efforts to preserve
the Great Lakes, increasing the knowledge of their importance.

Not only does the sanctuary boast historical and archaeological significance, but it provides economic
benefits as well. Thunder Bay attracts many divers, boaters and other tourists, supplying local
communities with much needed business. Expanding the boundaries of the sanctuary would increase the
cconomic benefits further into Northeast Michigan, effectively creating jobs without spending additional
federal funds or taxpayer dollars. Also, this legislation would nearly double th¢ amount of offshore
shipwrecks protected under the current boundaries. Increasing protected shipwrecks supports the rich
maritime history of the region, by boosting an already popular diving destinatibn, booked through next
year.

The city of Rogers City passed a resolution in 2006, showing their strong interest and full support of this
expansion. In addition, Alcona County, the City of Alpena, Alpena County, Presque Isle Township, and
Huron Shores have expressed their overwhelming support.

Thank you for your consideration on behalf of the Thunder Bay National Manhc Sanctuary. Please do not
hesitate to contact me should you wish to further discuss my support. i

Sincerely,

7k

John Moolenaar
State Senator

cc: The Honorable Beach Hall, Mayor of Rogers City
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